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S.Nardone HPCS 7003 Assignment 2
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Looking first of all at the content of the essay, it
should be noted from the outset that England is
not one of the Celtic nations (p. 1).  Also, the quote
by Tolkien should not be taken too literally, as it
was originally meant to refer to the labelling of
artefacts and so on. That is, if it isn't Roman, Saxon,
Viking or Norman, then it must be Celtic. This was
the attitude that he was criticising. 

Regarding the question as to whether it is "fair to
group them all  as Celtic even though they are, for the
most part, separate countries? " (p. 2), this is purely a
matter of taxonomy, where smaller elements may
belong to larger categories.  For example, there
would be no problem with grouping Ukraine,
Slovakia and Serbia together as "Slavic" despite
their being separate countries, or grouping France,
Germany and Poland together as "European". 

As for the Romanisation of Celtic languages, the
number of Latin loanwords that entered the
Brittonic language (p. 3) is around 800, a relatively
small number, and much fewer, for example, than
the many thousands of French words that entered
the English language following the Norman
Conquest (which rarely, if ever, leads anyone to
suggest that there is no such thing as an English
nation). 

If we take the view that continuity ends when a
language splits (p. 3), then not only is there no
such thing as a Celtic nation, there is equally no
such thing as a Germanic nation, a Slavic nation, a
Romance nation and so on. Also, the Norse (p. 4)
did not completely supplant the pre-existing Celtic
population of Gaels and Picts over all of Scotland,
but only in the fringe coastal and island areas that
would become part of the Kingdom of the Isles. 



On the point of national borders (p. 4), these are in
fact changing all the time in today's world (34 out
of the 193 members of the United Nations are no
more than 30 years old and literally hundreds of
national borders have changed in the last 100
years or so). The United States, probably the most
powerful nation-state in the world, is perhaps not
the best example to use in this regard. 

While it is true to say that the Celtic nations have
all seen a mix of different cultures within their
boundaries, one would be hard pressed to find any
country in the world where that is not the case.
Their domination by the English or the French (p.
7) is of course true, but also true is that four of the
Celtic languages are still with us. Welsh, in fact,
was the majority language of Wales until the turn
of the 20th century, and if there is any basis on
which to claim that such a thing as a Celtic nation
still exists it is surely via the survival of a Celtic
language (this being the very reason, no doubt,
why they are called Celtic nations in the first
place). However, given that these are now all
minority languages in their own countries, whether
or not they should still be called Celtic nations is
nevertheless a relevant question. 

With regard to the style and presentation of the
essay, unfortunately, it is rather too short, there is
no bibliography included other than the course
notes, and these are incorrectly referenced.
Despite the course booklet listing an extensive
bibliography for further reading, none of these
have been used. Consequently, in order to fully
maximise potential for any future modules,
attendance at tutorial sessions when offered is
highly recommended. 
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